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We  daily  forget  how  soon  and  how  ranch  the  boys  and  girls,  now  at  school,  will  become  the  bad 
or  good  men  and  women  of  the  next  generation.-ADAPTED  from  Dr.  Watts. 

The  true  perfection  of  discipline  in  a  school,  is  the  maximum  of  watchfulness  with  the  minimum 
of  punishment.— Coleridge. 
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FACULTY  OF  INSTRUCTION. 


REV.  T.  CURTIS,  D.D., 

PRINCIPAL,   AND  INSTRUCTOR  IN  MENTAL    AND    MORAL    SCIENCE,    HISTORY,  AND 
ENGLISH   LITERATURE. 

REV.  W.  CURTIS, 

PRINCIPAL,   AND  INSTRUCTOR  IN  NATURAL  SCIENCE. 

MRS.  E.  A.  CURTIS, 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  DOMESTIC  AND  SOCIAL  DUTIES. 

PROFESSOR  L.  G.  BLAISDELL, 

INSTRUCTOR  IN  MUSIC,   VOCAL  AND  INSTRUMENTAL. 

MRS.  A.  BLAISDELL, 

INSTRUCTRESS  IN  FRENCH,  ITALIAN  AND  HISTORY. 

PROFESSOR  S.  M.  COOK, 

INSTRUCTOR  IN  MATHEMATICS  AND  THE  CLASSICS. 

MISS  L.  C.  TENNEY, 

INSTRUCTRESS  IN  ENGLISH  BRANCHES. 

MISS  CATHARINE  CRITTENDEN  AND  MISS  E.  SMITH, 

INSTRUCTRESSES  IN  GEOGRAPHY  AND  HISTORY. 

MISS  A.  WILSON, 

INSTRUCTRESS  IN  DRAWING,    PAINTING  AND  MUSIC. 

MISS  E.  CROSSETT  AND  MISS  0.  HARVEY, 

INSTRUCTRESSES  IN  VOCAL  AND  INSTRUMENTAL  MUSIC. 

MISS  MARY  BATES, 

INSTRUCTRESS  IN  WRITING. 


PUPILS. 


1855. 


RESIDENT 

Names. 
Frcclove  E.  Henry,    - 
Susan  T.  Lanncau, 
Margaret  E.  Wright, 
Catharine  A.  Young, 


GEADUATING 

Alice  K.  Blatchley,    - 
Eliza  D.  Boyce,     - 
Virginia  M.  Cureton, 
Mary  Jane  David, 
Fannie  M.  Dudley, 
Mattie  G.  Gilmer, 
Mary  E.  Harris, 
Celestia  M.  Hunter, 
Laura  A.  Hunter, 
Adella  A.  Jeter,   - 
E.  Adele  La  Coste,     - 
Mary  A.  Landrum, 
Eugenia  A.  Miller, 
Ann  E.  Patton,     - 
Ellen  V.  Patton, 
Gertrude  V.  Pope, 
Sarah  C.  Sims, 
Sallie  J.  A.  Spencer, 
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CLASS     I. 

Names. 

Elizabeth  Banks, 
Sallie  V.  Cleveland, 
Julia  D.  Davis, 
Hattie  E.  Dean,    - 
Eliza  L.  Gilmer, 
Annie  E.  Hennagan, 
Emma  S.  Heriot, 
Sarah  D.  Miller,    - 
Susan  J.  Quinn, 
Jane  A.  Stevens, 
Margaret  A.  Strobel, 
Margaret  A.  Twitty, 

CLASS     II. 
Mary  A.  Coleman, 
Ann  E.  Dudley,     - 
Fannie  E.  Fountain,  - 
Antho  T.  Gary,     - 
Martha  J.  Goudelock, 
Pernecy  C.  Griffith, 
Susan  V.  Holly, 
Sarah  W.  Holloway, 
Mary  J.  Ingraham,     - 
Dorcas  E.  Johnson, 
Emma  E.  Joyce, 
Mary  C.  Kirkland, 
Anna  E.  Leak, 
Harriet  R.  Nettles, 
Helen  M.  Pope, 
E.  Julia  Smith,     - 
Fannie  C.  Sweat, 
Louisa  C.  Walker, 
Theresa  S.  Wood, 

CLASS     III, 
Sarah  J.  Arledge, 
Emily  Burgess, 
Nannie  W.  Byers, 
Lizzie  M.  Cleveland,  - 
Louisa  C.  C.  Daniel, 


Residence. 
Fairfield. 
Greenville. 
Union. 

Spartanburg. 
Boozier  Pa.,  La. 
Marlborough. 
Charleston. 
Rutherford,  N.  C. 
Spartanburg. 
Lancaster. 
Spartanburg. 
Rutherford,  N.  C. 

Chester. 

Marlborough. 

Darlington. 

Laurens. 

Union. 

Laurens. 

Barnwell. 

Edgefield. 

Kershaw. 

Spartanburg. 

Greenville. 

Kershaw. 

Greenville. 

Sumter. 

Newberry. 

Charleston. 

Barnwell. 

Spartanburg. 

Barnwell. 

Fairfield. 

Spartanburg. 

Union. 

Greenville. 

Spartanburg. 
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Karnes. 

Residence.                        ) 

Sallic  S.  Dudley, 

Marlborough. 

Mary  C.  Gary, 

Laurens. 

Mary  A.  Houser, 

Orangeburg. 

Arsinoe  ML  B.  Jeter, 

Union. 

Eugenia  M.  McCall,    - 

Darlington. 

S.  Jcanncttc  McCall, 

Darlington.                     ) 

Sarah  J.  Martin, 

Chester.                           ( 

Henrietta  M.  Miller, 

Spartanburg. 

Permelia  J.  Miller, 

Spartanburg. 

Louisa  V.  Montgomery,   - 

Union. 

Ellen  D.  Quattlebaum, 

Orangeburg.                   ) 

Caroline  E.  Riley, 

Orangeburg. 

Mary  E.  Ruff, 

Richland. 

Victoria  M.  Sharp, 

Richland. 

Eliza  J.  Smith, 

York. 

Sarah  E.  Wilkins, 

Spartanburg. 

CLASS     IV. 

\ 

Amanda  J.  Boyce, 

Laurens. 

Ann  E.  Calvert,    - 

Charleston.                     ) 

Catharine  R.  Davis,    - 

Rutherford,  N.  C. 

M.  Animie  DeVeaux, 

Charleston. 

Mary  A.  Goudelock,  - 

Spartanburg. 

Mary  W.  Griffith, 

Laurens. 

Sarah  A.  Jefferies,      - 

Union. 

Aurelia  R.  F.  Jeter, 

Union. 

Harriet  F.  Joyce, 

Greenville. 

Harriet  F.  Leak, 

Greenville. 

Hardenia  V.  Lipscomb, 

Spartanburg. 

Laura  C.  Miller,    - 

Kershaw. 

Ruth  A.  Petty, 

Spartanburg. 

Jane  C.  Ruff, 

Richland. 

Margaret  M.  F.  Sims, 

Union. 

Charlotte  T.  Webb, 

Rutherford,  N.  C. 

Louisa  M.  Williams,  - 

Greenville. 

CLASS     V. 

Elizabeth  A.  Beard, 

Columbia. 

Elenita  N.  Booth, 

f                    2 

Matanzas,  Cuba, 
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Names. 
Leora  J.J3rooks, 
Eugenia  M.  Coleman, 
Mary  E.  Coleman, 
Mary  S.  Curtis, 
Mary  A.  Deas, 
Nannie  E.  Dunlap, 
Caroline  C.  Gist, 
Jane  C.  Hinnant, 
A.  Sallie  Jones,    - 
M.  Elizabeth  Jones,    ■ 
Christina  Lockhart, 
Anna  M.  Moody, 
Sarah  C.  McBride, 
Mary  A.  Nichols, 
Nancy  F.  Palmer, 
Aurelia  Petty, 
Jane  E.  E.  Perry, 
Nancy  L.  Ruff, 
Mary  Shannon,     - 
Artemisia  D.  Sharp,    ■ 
Cynthia  E.  Smith, 
Sicily  P.  Smith, 
Adeline  A  Snoddy, 
Sarah  F.  A.  Tate, 
S.  Kosa  Truesdel, 
Cecilia  E.  "Westmore, 
Josephine  A.  "Wood, 


Greenville. 

Chester. 

Chester. 

Limestone  Springs. 

Charleston. 

Kershaw. 

Union. 

Eichland. 

Barnwell. 

Barnwell. 

Spartanburg. 

Marion. 

Kershaw. 

Charleston. 

Union. 

Spartanburg. 

Limestone  Springs. 

Richland. 

Kershaw. 

Richland. 

York. 

Laurens. 

Spartanburg. 

Spartanburg. 

Kershaw. 

New-Orleans. 

Barnwell. 


PRIMARY     DEPARTMENT. 


Sarah  A.  H.  Curtis, 
Margaret  H.  Deas, 
Medora  McArthur, 
Amelia  Nott, 
Eveleanor  O'Neal, 


Limestone  Springs. 
Charleston. 
Limestone  Springs. 
Limestone  Springs. 
Limestone  Springs. 
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CAPITULATION. 

JResident  Graduates, 4 

Graduates,  --------  18 

Class  I, 12 

Class  JI,       ------                 -  19 

Class  III,          -        - 21 

Class  IV, 11 

Class  V,   -                 -  •     -                 -                          -  29 

Primary  Class, 5 

Total, 125 


Awarded,  Commencement,  July  18th,  1855, 

THE    GOLD    MEDAL, 

As  the  First  Honor  of  the  Graduating  Class,  Miss  Sallie  J.  A.  Spexcek, 

Chesterfield. 
Composition— The  Genius  of  Milton  compared  with  that  of  Shakspeare. 

THE    SILVER    MEDAL, 

As  the  First  Honor  of  the  Second  Class,  Miss  Jclia  D.  Davis,  Union. 

Composition— Character  of  Napoleon  I  and  HE  with  some  notice  of  Napoleon  H. 
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LIMESTONE  SPRINGS 

FEMALE    HIGH    SCHOOL; 

SPARTANBURG    DISTRICT,    S.    C, 


principals:  • 
Rev.  T.  CURTIS,  D.D.,  late  of  Charleston. 
Rev.  W.  CURTIS,  late  of  Columbia. 


The  principals  of  this  School  review  with  gratitude  the  com- 
plete decade  of  years  during  which  it  has  been  before  the  public. 
A  singular  variety  and  liberality  of  patronage  has  been  afforded 
them;  the  last  year  has  been  among  the  most  successful  of  their 
course;  the  School  and  its  progress  have  become  facts  in  the 
History  of  Southern  Female  Education;  and  in  that  of  hundreds 
of  families  in  South  Carolina  and  the  neighboring  States. 

Its  own  History  has  been  that  of  the  enterprise  of  individuals. 
Not  a  dollar  of  public  money  has  been  sought  for  it  from  Church 
or  State.  While  this  has  imposed  the  greater  responsibility  and 
called  for  the  greater  personal  efforts,  it  has  afforded  the  com- 
pensatory advantages  of  unity  and  decision  in  management;  im- 
partiality and  perfect  freedom  in  the  choice  of  Teachers;  and 
independence  of  all  crude  control.  No  body  of  Trustees  can  be 
judges  of  half  the  affairs  and  occurrences  of  a  popular  School. 
It  is  a  daily  economy  of  time  and  talent,  which  only  admit  of  a 
just  and  intelligent  daily  supervision. 

It  is  the  History  of  a  successful  Physical  as  well  as  Mental 
Education  of  between  five  and  six  hundred  Young  Ladies.  Pallid 
cheeks  and  feeble  frames  have  been  exchanged  for  the  bloom  of 
youth  and  robust  health;  the  sickly  Springs,  Summers  and  Au- 
tumns of  Ten  Years  have  brought  no  sickly  season  to  Limestone; 
the  business  of  the  School  has  never  been  suspended  by  general 
or  serious  sickness,  among  the  pupils,  for  a  single  day.     To  this 
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without  doubt,  the  happy  climate  and  locality  of  the  Institution 
have,  under  the  blessing-  of  Providence  chiefly  contributed;  but 
its  uninterrupted  regularity  of  exercise,  occupation  and  food — 
for  mind  and  body — is  not  to  be  overlooked;  nor  an  union  of 
commodiousness  and  retirement  in  the  School  Mansion  and  hinds 
attached.  The  principals  know  of  no  premises  in  the  United 
States,  of  equal  extent  and  eligibility — devoted  to  Female  Educa- 
tion. 

It  is  the  History  of  a  Non-sectarian  Institution.  The  Young 
Ladies  are  carefully  taught  the  History,  Geography,  Statistics 
and  entire  Literature  of  the  Bible — every  thing  that  is  common  to 
the  principal  sects  of  the  Country;  the  strictest  morality  founded 
on  Christian  principles  and  a  spirit  of  earnest,  personal  devotion 
and  graditude  to  God.  From  the  School  have  gone  forth  annually 
decided  young  Christians,  who  have  joined,  in  hopeful  numbers, 
the  Churches  of  their  friends'  approval  and  their  owoi  choice; 
but  the  School  is  considered  the  representative  of  the  parent  in 
Education  and  not  that  of  any  particular  Church;  an  exercise  of 
the  parent's  rights  over,  and  in  relation  to  the  child,  not  those  of 
any  class  of  clergy.  Any  claim  on  the  part  of  the  Church  to  direct 
powers  of  control  over  the  general  interests  of  secular  learning 
the  Principals  regard  as  unwarranted;  and  that  the  attempt 
to  denominationalize,  which  must  be  to  sectarianize,  all  Educa- 
tion has  elements  in  it  of  danger  both  to  civil  and  religious 
liberty.  It  is  to  follow,  as  they  think,  the  bad  first  precedent  of 
Catholic  and  Jesuit  zeal  in  Education,  which  has  produced  alike 
some  of  the  first  scholars  and  most  efficient  persecutors  the  world 
has  known.  Without  pursuing  this  argument — they  claim  to 
standfast  in  Christian  and  American  liberty  here,  especially  with 
regard  to  Female  education;  and  would  appeal  to  what  they  have 
accomplished — in  proof  of  the  practicability  of  finding  a  happy 
medium  line  between  indifference  to  religion  in  and  sectarian 
propagandise. 

An  incidental  advantage  of  their  retirement,  they  have  found, 
in  the  absence  of  all  temptations  to  pecuniary  extravagance. 
What  is  '  the  gain'  of  the  surrounding  stores  and  neighborhood 
of  a  school  must  be  the  produce,  (how  often  'the  loss?')  of  the 
pocket  of  the  parent.  Messrs.  Curtis  have  not  1  leen  afraid  of  teach- 
ing young  ladies  economy,  and  forbid  airy  account  to  be  opened  at 
neighboring  Stores  in  the  name  of  a  pupil. 
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It  is  called  a  Female  High  School,  from  the  effort  on  the  part 
of  the  Principals  to  offer  every  branch  of  a  superior  American 
education  to  their  pupils.  To  this  object  they  have  devoted  a 
liberal  expenditure,  having  purchased  the  entire  buildings  and 
property  originally  connected  with  these  Springs  (to  which  they 
have  added  a  large  tract  of  adjacent  land) ;  and  taken  every  oppor- 
tunity to  secure  competent  Teachers,  as  well  as  superior  appara- 
tus. They  will,  of  course,  much  prefer  to  have  the  opportunity 
of  inculcating  their  entire  system,  or  to  be  entrusted  from  early 
years  with  a  full  development  of  the  young  mind;  but  the  follow- 
ing Outline  of  their  plan  will  show,  that  a  partial  course  may  be 
adopted  with  its  proportionate  advantages. 

The  project  of  attaching  a  Normal  School  to  the  Institution 
has  been  before  them.  At  present  they  can  only  say  that  several 
of  their  graduates  have  been  honorably  employed  as  Teachers  in 

various  parts  of  the  States  and Teachers  "  from  Limestone" 

have  been  very  acceptable  in  other  Institutions. 
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Ekmaby  Dkpaktmext. — In  this  the  Elements  of  Education  are 
attended  to  and  inculcated,  as  far  as  possible,  by  appropriate 
books,  lessons  and  illustrations.  Spelling;  Reading;  the  first 
principles  of  English  Grammar;  Writing;  simple  lessons  in 
Geography  and  History;  and  the  first  rules  of  Arithmetic. 

Class  VIII.— Reading;  Spelling;  Writing;  English  Grammar 
through  Syntax,  with  Parsing  Lessons;  American  Geography; 
North  American  History  to  a.  d.  1C43;  Arithmetic  to  Fractions. 

Class  VII. — Studies  of  Eighth  Class  reviewed  and  carried  for- 
ward, with  additional  studies  of  English  Grammar  entire,  and 
Exercises;  European  Geography;  United  States'  History,  comple- 
ted; Arithmetic  through  Rules  of  Proportion;  Natural  Philoso- 
phy begun. 

Class  VI. — English  Grammar  in  its  higher  branches;  English 
Composition;  Mitchell's  Geography  and  Maps  completed;  Rob- 
bins's  Outlines  of  History,  Vol.  I. — United  States  Arithmetic  com- 
pleted; Elements  of  Natural  Philosophy  completed. 

Class  V. — English  Analysis  and  Composition;  Woodbridge's 
Geography,  250  pp.;  Robbins's  Outlines  of  History,  Vol.  II.;  Da- 
vics's  University  Arithmetic;  Burritt's  Astronomy. 

Class  IV. — Rhetoric;  English  Analysis  and  Composition;  Wood- 
bridge's  Geography  completed;  History  of  England;  Mythology; 
Use  of  the  Globes,  and  construction  of  Maps;  Algebra,  through 
Equations  of  the  First  Degree. 

Class  III. — Rhetoric  concluded;  Logic;  Intellectual  Philosophy 
commenced;  English  Composition  and  Synonymes;  Ancient  Geog- 
raphy; History  of  Greece;  Botany,  with  Analysis  of  Plants  and 
collection  of  Herbariums;  Algebra  completed. 

Class  II. — Intellectual  Philosophy  completed ;  Moral  Philoso- 
phy; History  of  Rome;  Ancient  Geography  concluded;  Physiolo- 
gy; Chemistry  commenced;  Geometry;  English  Poety  and  Episto- 
lary Composition. 
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Class  I. — Elements  of  Criticism;  Butler's  Analogy  of  Natural 
and  Revealed  Religion;  History  of  France;  Chemistry  and  Miner- 
alogy or  Geology;  Geometry  and  Higher  Mathematics. 

On  the  completion  of  the  above  course,  the  Graduating  Class  is 
.examined  and  receives  Diplomas,  at  the  close  of  either  the  Spring 
or  Fall  Term. 

Particular  attention  is  paid  to  Orthography,  Reading,  and 
Writing  through  the  entire  course. 

Wednesday  afternoon  is  devoted  to  needle  work  in  its  useful  S 
and  ornamental  branches.  An  exercise,  with  instruction  in  Vocal  j 
Music,  is  given  to  the  whole  school,  every  day,  as  a  regular  part  I 
of  the  course,  for  which  no  extra  charge  is  made. 

Exercises  in  English  Composition  are  required  from  all  the  ) 
Pupils  in  the  first  six  classes.  ; 

The   Music,    theoretical    and  practical,  includes  lessons  on  the 

Pianoforte,  Harp,  or  Guitar;    solo  and  choral  singing;   also  lee-   \ 

tures  on  the  theory  of  Music.     It  is    an  important  feature  in  the    ( 

musical  instruction  in  this  Institution,  that   Theory  and  Practice 

are  constantly  united,  thus  enabling  pupils  with  moderate  appli-   } 

)    cation  to  read  well  at  sight. 

The  Classics  are  not  made  a  necessary  part  of  the  Course;  but 
where  there  is  good  proficiency  in  the  regular  studies  above  the 
Sixth  Class,  they  can  be  studied  and  are  taught  to  any  extent 
required,  without  extra  charge. 

The  French  Language,  Drawing  and  Painting,  by  competent 
and  experienced  Instructors. 

Lectures  and  Experiments. — Courses  of  Lectures  on  the  Expe- 
rimental and  Natural  Sciences,  History  and  the  Belles-Letters,    { 
are  delivered  throughout  the  year.  j. 

The  Bible. — The  pulpils  of  the  establishment  are  formed  into  { 
Bible  Classes,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  Principals. 

There  is  a  Divine  Service  at  the  Chapel  of  the  Institution  ^ 
(which  is  under  its  own  roof)  twice  every  Sabbath. 

Commencement. — The  Collegiate  Commencement  takes  place 
annually  in  July;  dividing  the  scholastic  year  into  two  Terms  of 
equal  length.  In  connection  with  this  Commencement,  there  is 
an  Examination  and  Report  of  the  School,  open  to  the  Parents 
and  Friends  of  the  Pupils. 

A  Gold  and  Silver. Medal  is  given  annually,  on  this  occasion,  ^ 
to  the  First  and  Second  Classes  respectively,  for  superior  Essays 
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in  English  Composition,  and  general  diligence  and  success  in  the 
studies  of  the  Course  as  determined  by  the  Daily  Reports. 

Reports. — Daily  Reports  are  made  of  every  Recitation,  and  of 
the  Behavior  of  the  Pupils.  These  are  copied  into  a  permanent 
Record,  and  sent  home  monthly. 

Exercise, — The  Young  Ladies  are  required  to  take  daily  exer- 
cise in  the  open  air  at  fixed  hours. 

Society. — There  is  a  Literary  Society  sustained  by  the  Young 
Ladies.  It  has  a  Library,  Mineralogical  Cabinet,  and  a  constant 
supply  of  Newspapers  and  Periodicals. 

Admission  into  the  Classes. — A  Young  Lady  can  enter  into  any 
Class  whose  studies,  upon  a  strict  examination  according  to  the 
above  Programme,  she  is  prepared  to  continue.  With  diligence 
and  attention,  the  studies  of  a  class  can  be  completed  in  a  Term. 

Partial  Students  can  be  admitted  to  Studies  selected  with  the 
approbation  of  the  Principals. 

It  is  rarely  advisable  for  any  Young  Lady  to  contemplate 
graduating  under  seventeen  years  of  age. 

Vacation. — There  is  no  Vacation  in  this  School  during  the 
Summer  months;  the  only  one  given  commences  in  the  middle  of 
December,  and  terminates  in  the  middle  of  February. 
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TERMS, 

PER  TERM  OF  HALF  A  YEAR,  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE. 

Instruction — English  Departments,        -        -         -  $25  00 

Board,  including  washing,  fuel  and  lights,         •         -         50  00 

%*The  above  includes  a  complete  course  of  English  Education  (for  $75  the 
Term),  which  all  the  pupils  are  expected  to  take.  The  following  are  optional 
and  may  be  taken  or  not  (in  whole  or  in  part,  as  may  seem  desirable.) 

Music — Piano  or  Harp,  including  Vocal  Music,  - 
Guitar,  " 

Use  of  Piano,      ------- 

"  Harp, 

French, 

Drawing  and  Painting, 

Primary  Department, 

No  charges  beside  the  above  will  be  made  in  connection  with  the  School 
except  for  Books  and  Stationery  actually  used. 

The  regular  Terms  begin  the  middle  of  February  and  July;  but  any  Young 
Lady  arriving  a  week  after  the  Term  has  begun,  is  charged  from  the  week  of 
her  arrival. 

As  no  vacation  is  given  after  Commencement,  and  as  it  is  especially  desira- 
ble that  each  Pupil  be  present  at  every  recitation  of  her  Class  to  enable  her 
to  sustain  her  standing  in  it,  no  deduction  will  be  made  for  any  absence  at 
that  time,  or  at  any  other,  except  on  account  of  sickness;  and  no  Young  Lady 
absent  from  her  Class  at  any  time  for  a  fortnight  can  re-enter  it  without  a 
re-examination. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above,  that  in  this  establishment  are 
combined  the  advantages  of  a  Northern  and  Southern  Education. 
It  is  in  all  respects  a  Southern  School.  On  the  part  of  the  pu- 
pils, estrangement  from  home,  its  duties  and  associations,  is  thus 
guarded  against;  parents  may  consult  climate,  health,  and  a  wise 
economy,  without  the  sacrifice  of  any  advantages  for  their  child- 
ren; while  the  Principals — themselves  students  and  parents — can 
honestly  engage  for  a  family  guidance  and  comfort  to  pervade 
the  whole.  Nor  can  they  omit  to  add,  that  the  opportunity  of 
obtaining  this  picturesque  retirement,  so  well  adapted  to  the  full 
development  of  the  physical  and  mental  health  of  their  pupils 
(especially  in  the  opportunity  it  affords  for  the  neglected  exercise 
of  instructive  and  refreshing  walks,)  was  the  circumstance  which 
finally  decided  them  to  appear  in  this  character  before  the  public. 
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The  Limestone  Springs  were,  a  few  years  since,  the  centre  of  a 
celebrated  watering  place,  and  were  thus  described,  before  the 
Principals  of  the  present  establishment  had  any  connection  with 
them,  by  the  late  lamented  Col.  Elmore: — 

"  The  Tract  of  Land  on  which  the  Improvements  and  Springs 
are  situated,  contains  near  300  acres  (now  900,)  the  largest 
portion  of  which  is  woodland.  On  it  are  inexhaustible  beds  of 
marble,  and  the  purest  blue  limestone. 

"  On  the  premises  are  a  four-story  Brick  Building,  274  feet  long, 
and  40  feet  wide,  having  a  large  Dining-Hall,  and  corresponding 
Drawing-Rooms  in  the  opposite  *wing  of  the  house,  with  small 
Parlors  for  Families;  upwards  of  100  Chambers,  and  every  office 
necessary  to  a  large  Establishment.  Besides  the  principal  Build- 
ing, there  are  two  corresponding  Frame  Houses,  a  story  and  a 
half  high,  each  containing  a  Parlor  and  Drawing-Room,  and  six 
Chambers;  and  also  nine  double  Cabins,  two  stories  high  con- 
taining eighteen  Chambers.  All  the  buildings  are  nearly  new, 
and  well  finished,  painted,  glazed  and  plastered. 

"  Attached  to  the  Establishment  are  an  Ice-House,  Store  Rooms, 
Barn,  Corn-Cribs,  and  Stabling-,  fully  sufficient  for  the  place. 

"  This  valuable  establishment  was  finished  in  1840,  and  is 
highly  improved.  The  waters  are  medicinal  and  excellent,  and 
have  been  found  of  advantage  in  many  complaints.  The  grounds 
arc  handsomely  laid  out,  planted  with  trees,  and  sown  down 
with  blue  grass.  It  is  one  of  the  healthiest  spots  on  the  globe; 
a  country  abounding  in  beautiful  scenery  surrounds  it  on  every 
side,  while  near  it  are  objects  well  worthy  the  attention  of  the  tra- 
veller. The  justly  celebrated  Glenn  Springs,  the  Kirby  Springs, 
the  beautiful  White  Sulphur  Springs  of  Wilson,  said  to  be  equal 
i    in  all  respects  to  the  White   Sulphur  of  Virginia;  the  Revolu- 


20 


CATALOGUE  OF  THE  LIMESTONE  SPRINGS 


tionary  Battle-grounds  of  Blackstocks,  Cowpens  and  King's 
Mountain;  the  fine  valleys  of  Spartanburg,  Union  and  York,  em- 
bedding rich  mines  of  Gold  and  Iron ;  various  large  Manufacto- 
ries of  Iron  and  Cotton,  and  the  villages  of  Union,  York  and 
Spartanburg,  are  within  a  circle,  of  which  it  is  the  centre;  the 
farthest  being  25  miles  distant.  Several  Stage-Mail  routes  con- 
centrate here,  and  every  facility  exists  for  communication  with 
friends. 

"Induced  by  the  salubrity  of  the  climate,  its  fine  waters,  and 
the  purposes  of  education,  several  families  have  built  and  reside 
permanently  at  the  Springs,  constituting  a  neat  village,  and 
affording  an  intelligent  and  agreeable  society.  For  a  Seminary 
of  Education,  male  or  female,  no  place  can  be  better  adapted. 
From  150  to  200  pupils,  and  all  necessary  instructors,  can  be 
easily  and  comfortably  provided  for,  while  ample  accommoda- 
tions may  be  reserved  for  visitors.  The  advantage  this  would 
afford  to  the  parents  or  friends  of  pupils  to  be  with  them  and 
judge  of  their  progress,  would  not  in  the  summer  season  of  tra- 
vel, be  without  value.  '  The  perfect  healthfulness  of  the  site,  its 
fine  waters,  the  abundance  of  provisions  and  cheapness  of  living, 
with  these  extensive  and  solid  improvements  (which  have  cost 
more  than  $60,000  for  their  erection,)  point  it  out  as  peculiarly 
fitted  for  an  Institution  of  Education.' " 
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PROCEEDINGS 

AT  THE 

EXAMINATION  AND  COMMENCEMENT, 

JULY  17th  AND  18th,  1855. 
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July  l'Jth,  1855. 
The  Committees  of  the  PatroDs  and  Friends  of  the  Institution 
attending  the  Examinations  of  the  different  Classes,  after  a  full 
conference  and  free  expression  of  their  views,  have  instructed 
me  to  state  their  great  gratification.  They  have  found  in  every 
branch  evidences  of  acquirements,  far  beyond  what  is  usual. 


The  following  gentlemen,  being  present  in  the  large  company 
of  patrons  and  friends  of  the  Institution,  gathered  together  on 
this  occasion,  were  requested  to  act  as  the  Annual  Board  of  Visi- 
tors and  Examiners. 

Hon.  Judge  O'Neall,  Hon.  Col.  Dudley,  and  Hon.  J.  E.  David, 
of  Marlboro;  J.  J.  Byers,  Esq.  and  Hon.  W.  Gist,  of  Union;  Col. 
W.  Wright,  of  York;  Professor  Dupree,  and  Rev.  J.  G.  Landrum, 
of  Spartanburg;  Professor  Walker,  of  Cedar  Springs;  Dr.  Deas, 
and  Rev.  Jas.  P.  Boyce,  of  Charleston;  Major  Martin,  of  Spartan- 
burg;  0.  Spencer,  Esq.  of  Chesterfield;  S.   W.  Melton,  Esq.  of 
Yorkville;  Jos.  T.  Arledge,  Esq.  and  L.  Banks,  Esq.  Chester;  W. 
B.  Elkins,  Esq.  and  D.  W.  Ruff,  Esq.  Richland;  and  J.  Joyce,  Esq. 
Greenville. 
During  the  first  day  the  Board  divided  itself  into  three  Com- 
j    mittees,  and  attended  the  Examinations  in  the  School  Room,  Cha- 
(    pel,  and  Basement.     On  Wednesday  they  united,   and  finished    > 
\    their  Examinations,  after  which  they  presented,   through  Judge 
\    O'Neall,  the  following 
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They 'have  listened- to  the  examinations  by  the  different  Teach- 
ers, and  have  been  fully  satisfied  that  the  Instructors  are  capa- 
ble, and  assidious.  Indeed  the  pupils  in  every  instance,  have 
shown  that  they  understood,  and  were  able  to  speak  in  such  a 
way  in  reply  to  questions,  as  to  conclusively  prove,  that  they 
have  been  taught  properly. 

These  remarks  cover  all  the  solid  branches,  where  knowledge 
is  shown  by  memory  and  judgment.  In  the  ornamental  branches 
exhibitions  of  skill  have  been  made,  which  also  show  that  the 
pupils  have  been  properly  instructed.  In  music,  drawing,  and 
needle-work,  these  are  unsurpassed.  The  principals,  and  Teach- 
ers of  this  Institution,  are  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  all  its  Pa- 
trons and  Friends,  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have  discharged 
their  duties.  Every  year  the}7  are  increasing  the  debt  of  grati- 
tude which  the  country  owes  them,  for  annually  sending  into  our 
midst,  a  body  of  young  ladies  endowed  with  great  natural  talents 
cultivated,  and  improved,  so  as  to  render  them  above  price. 

The  graduating  Class  of  to-day  go  out  the  best  testimonials  of 
the  worth  and  success  of  their  Instructors,  male  and  female. 

The  Patrons  and  Friends,  visiting  at  this  time,  .cannot  conclude 
this  brief  statement  of  satisfaction  without  saying  that  they  hope 
each  year  is  to  add  more,  and  more,  to  the  patronage  and  use- 
fulness of  the  Limestone  Springs  Female  High  School. 

JOHN  BELTON  O'NEALL,  Chairman. 


On  Tuesday  evening  the  Young  Ladies  of  the  Institution  were 
favored  with  a  most  appropriate  and  eloquent  address  by  the 
Rev.  James  P.  Boyce.  On  Wednesday,  at  noon,  Judge  O'Neall 
addressed  a  very  attentive  audience,  on  "  Reminiscences  of  Lime- 
stone;" he  then  adverted,  in  the  major  and  most  interesting  part 
of  his  address,  to  the  principal  events  in  the  Life  and  Character 
of » the  late  lamented  Governor  Johnson,  and  concluded  with  ex- 
pressing his  views  on  Female  Education,  particularly  on  our 
public  school  system. 

The  graduating  class  amounting  to  eighteen  received  their  di- 
plomas on  Wednesday  afternoon,  and  in  the  evening  the  honor  of 
the  First  Class  (a  gold  medal)  was  awarded  to  Miss  Sallie  J.  A. 
Spencer,  of  Chesterfield;  and  that  of  the  second  class  (a  silver 
medal)  to  Miss  Julia  D.  Davis,  of  Union  District. 
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The  Principals  cannot  close  this  catalogue  of  the  year  in  which 
he  died,  without  expressing  how  sensibly  they  have  felt,  through- 
out the  year,  the  loss  of  their  late  excellent  friend  and  neighbor, 
Governor  Johnson. 

As  Col.  W.  C.  Preston  so  well  said  at  Columbia  (in  the  public 
meeting  there  held  to  offer  "a  testimonial  of  respect"  to  his 
memory),  "His  aspect  was  [always]  graver  than  his  demeanor, 
8  avid  his  decided  air  of  high  intellectual  and  moral  qualities  was 
softened  to  the  young  by  a  winning  affability  and  ease  which  at 
once  inspired  confidence,  along  with  the  prevailing  sentiment  of 
respect."  Speaking  of  "  a  period  of  excessive  excitement,"  when 
"a  political  question  of  intense  interest  was  brought  before  the 
tribunal  over  which  he  presided,"  Col.  P.  adds :  "  The  tempes- 
tuous waves  of  public  opinion  that  dashed  around  the  bench  on 
which  he  sat,  broke  and  receded  from  it  without  shaking  the 
hand  which  held  the  scales,  and  without  touching  his  character 
with  the  slightest  censure." 

At  Charleston,  the  Bench  and  the  Bar  strongly  testified  their 
"respect  and  regard."  "David  Johnson,"  say  the  resolutions 
offered  by  Judge  King,  "was  indeed  one  of  nature's  noblemen. 
He  was  no  less  remarkable  for  his  presence  than  his  virtues. 
His  frame  was  large,  well  proportioned,  and  athletic;  his  coun- 
tenance grave,  thoughtful,  and  benevolent;  his  whole  bearing 
and  deportment  conciliated  esteem  and  commanded  respect.  His 
form  was  a  fitting  abode  for  his  masculine  and  powerful  intellect." 
*  *  "  He  was  tried,  well  tried,  in  times  of  the  deepest  excite- 
ment, when  many  of  his  nearest  and  dearest  friends  held  opinions 
different  from  his  own — he  had  formed  his  opinion  on  the  clearest 
dictates  of  his  own  conscience  and  to  them  he  unostentatiously 
and  inflexibly  adhered." 

At  Union  an  eulogy  was  delivered  on  the  occasion  of  his  death, 
April  28,  by  Col.  T.  N.  Dawkins,  which  concludes  : 

"I  have  endeavored  thus  briefly  to  present  the  most  prominent 
official  and  public  events  of  the  life  of  Governor  Johnson,  who 
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retired  from  public  life,  the  most  beloved  and  honored  man  of  the  Stale. 
A  man  may  be  firm  and  inflexible  in  administering  justice — wise 
in  council,  and  learned  and  forcible  in  composition — but  there  are 
qualities  of  the  heart  which  may  be  wanting,  and  if  so,  the  pic- 
ture would  be  incomplete;  in  one  sense  of  the  word,  a  man  may 
be  great,  but  not  good.  It  was  in  Governor  Johnson,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  virtues  enumerated,  to  combine  with  them  such  a 
share  of  the  qualities  of  the  heart  as  enabled  him  to  perform  all 
the  social  duties  of  life.  A  rival  he  never  had;  without  envy  or 
malice,  he  was  always  ready  to  accord  to  his  brethren  the  full 
meed  of  praise  to  which  they  were  entitled.  There  are  but  few 
members  of  the  bar  now  in  this  State  bu^were  admitted  to  prac- 
tice during  his  judicial  career,  and  I  have  no  doubt  they  will  all, 
with  one  accord,  testify  to  many  favors  and  many  acts  of  kind- 
ness and  much  benefit  they  received  at  his  hands;  by  them,  his 
memory  will  be  cherished  and  respected  whilst  life  lasts.  There 
never  was  a  kinder  neighbor  or  more  hospitable  man."  , 

The  funeral  sermon,  delivered  at  Union,  by  Dr.  Curtis,  the  fol- 
lowing day,  thus  commemorates  his  connection  with  this  estab- 
lishment : 

"Of  his  claims  upon  our  Limestone  Springs  Institution  to  af- 
fectionate remembrance  and  pre-eminent  respect  (for  we  owe 
to  no  single  friend  so  much  of  those  feelings)  I  cannot  trust  my- 
self to  say  much.  He  might  be  called  more  than  any  other  friend, 
Pater  Institutionis,  the  Father  of  the  Institution.  He  encouraged 
us  to  begin ;  he  cheered  us  on  from  year  to  year,  with  his  pre- 
sence and  his  noble  smile;  he  spoke  for  us;  he  wrote  for  us;  he 
counselled  with  us.  He  examined  our  compositions,  and  awarded 
our  honors,  and  presided  at  our  Commencements,  with  a  ready 
mind,  a  full  heart,  and  ajiappy  dignity.  Our  Sabbath  worship 
he  attended  so  long  as  he  was  in  health;  at  his  table  we  were, 
3'oung  and  old,  always  welcome;  on  an  errand  of  hospitality  for 
us,  he  ventured  out  into  the  dark  night,  and  incurred  a  serious 
personal  injury  which  he  carried  with  him  to  the  grave.  Long 
shall  we 

"  Miss  hini  from  the  accustomed  hill" 

of  his  residence;  but  my  own  most  cherished  recollection  of  him 
will  be — now  sitting  in  manly,  aged  repose  of  character,  as  a 
hearer  of  the  Gospel;  and  now,  in  friendly  greetings,  mingling 
the  dignity  of  that  repose  with  the  brightness  and  sweetness  of 
those  Female  Youth,  who  would  pass  him,  as  they  retired  from 
Worship.  Inspiration  thus  brings  together  these  interesting 
extremes  of  life — its  setting  and  its  rising  sun-light,  so  to  speak 
— when  it  calls  on  ''young  men  and  maidens,  old  men  and  chil- 
dren "  to  "  praise  the  Lord."  Here  we  saw  this — as  we  shall 
see  it  no  more!  " 


